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This country also has long led the
Western world in incarceration rates.
The current "lock 'em up" mentality
among the public and its lawmakers
began with mandatory sentences for
drug use and sales in the 1980's "war
on drugs," which perhaps inevitably
led to more mandatory minimum
sentences for a range of other offenses
as well. Nationwide, record numbers
and percentages of offenders (disproportionately young males and minorities, with females catching up) now
reside long term, perhaps for life, in
local jails or state or federal prisons.
Jails and prisons literally cannot hold the numbers sentenced to
incarceration, and the cost of keeping so many behind bars is breaking
state and federal budgets. There are

continuedfrom insidefront cover
Concerns, Rights of Inimigrants,
Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
Rights of Women, Sexual Orientation & Gender Identity, Criminal
Justice, Death Penalty, Health Rights
and Bioethics, International Human
Rights, Public Education, or the Joint
Committee with Criminal Justice Section on Terrorism and War Detention. If you prefer, work with us on
one of the following operational committees: Development, Membership,

other costs as well: hampering judicial decision making in individual
cases, disrupting families and support systems, ending rehabilitation
initiatives, undermining alternatives
to prison, and the most tragic cost of
all-wrongful incarceration in the
first instance.
This issue of Human Rights explores punishment issues with significant implications for law, legal
processes, and individual rights: sentencing guidelines' perhaps surprising role in enhancing sentences and
reducing discretion in both whitecollar and other criminal cases;
collateral consequences for both
juveniles and adults attempting to
move on with their lives after incarceration; unintended consequences
of efforts to address needs of special
populations in jails and prisons; political and financial factors, including private-sector prisons, driving
incarceration rates; and alternatives

Penny Wakefield, who works on legislative and publicpolicy matters affecting women's rights and international
human rights, chairs the Individual
Rights and Responsibilities Section's
InternationalHuman Rights Committee and serves on the Leadership Conference's CEDA W Task Force.

Amicus Curiae, Thurgood Marshall
Dinner, Human Rights magazine Editorial Board, or Diversity.
I particularly look forward to
welcoming you to my hometown of
Boston on May 3-5, 2012, for a conference on how we, as lawyers, can work
to narrow the educational achievement
gap of poor and minority children
and build on the work of Thurgood
Marshall. More information about the
conference will be available on the Section's Web site in early 2012 and in the
next issue of this magazine.
I also encourage you to get others
to join us in our work. Anyone who

is already a member of the ABA
can join the Section for only $45 per
year. For lawyers who are not al
ready ABA members, they will need
to first join the ABA and then the
Section. Importantly, for those of
you who work for nonprofit organizations that focus on, among other
things, issues related to poor people,
you may take advantage of the new
$100 ABA dues category. Law students may join for free.
We invite you to join us. Please
go to our Web site at www.
americanbar.org/irr Or contact the
IRR office at 202-662-1030.
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rural Black Belt region to social justice issues through
workshops with EJI staff.
These are only the most recent and ongoing developments in an extraordinary life that includes proving the
innocence of Walter McMillan, who spent six years on
Alabama's death row for a crime he did not commit;
challenging Alabama's law that allows elected judges

Sununer 2011

to incarceration. Human Rights
Hero Bryan Stevenson reflects the
best of defenders' work in trying to
address punishment abuses, from
inhumane conditions to wrongful
incarceration.
The debate whether/when punishment becomes retribution becomes
vengeance is left for another time.
It is worth considering, however,
whether a justice system so dependent upon punishment can be reconciled with our concurrent deeply
held beliefs in the rule of law and
international human rights norms.

to override jury verdicts of life imprisonment in capital
cases; teaching at New York University Law School since
1998; inspiring and training dozens of young attorneys;
and winning the prestigious MacArthur Foundation
"Genius" Award in 1995.
Stephen B. Bright is president and senior counsel oft/he
Southern Centerfor Human Rights in Atlanta and a visiting lecturer at Yale Law School. He received the American Bar Association's Thurgood Marshall Award in 1998.
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